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During a faunistic survey at Ansure (16° 33' 56.1" N; 

73° 23' 23.0" E) near Jaitapur. Taluka Rajapur, District 

Ratnagiri, Maharashtra, on July 13, 2009. we collected one 

specimen of Acanthaspis quinquespinosa Fabricius 

underneath a rock (BNHS - Insect day-book entry No. 14/ 

2009). 

The measurements (in mm), colour and other details 

are as follows. 

Abbreviations used L = Length, W = Width. 

Head-L = 1.5, W= 1.90; Thorax (pronotum including 

lateral spines) - L = 3.6, W = 4.85; Abdomen - L = 7.5, 

W = 4.65; Total length - 12; Rostrum - L = 2.5; Scutellar 

spine -L = 1.5;Tibia-Foreleg-L = 4.35; Tibia-Mid leg- 

L = 4.5; Tibia - Hind leg - L = 6.4; Colour - black. Four 

posterior spines on pronotum. two lateral and two discal with 

transverse discal spots at the basal area. Scutellar spine is long, 

obliquely ascending. Each forewing with a pale yellow spot. 

A. quinquespinosa Fabricius 1781 is an aposematic, 

crepuscular, entomosuccivorous, polyphagous and 

multivoltine assassin bug found in the tropical evergreen 

forests, scrub jungles, semiarid zones and agroecosystems of 

peninsular India (Sahayaraj 2007). The bioecology (Ambrose 

1983), ethology (Ambrose etal. 1986), new methods for mass 

rearing (Lakkundi 1989) and biology in relation to different 

habitats (Sahayraj 2007) of this bug have been studied. 

According to the previous records, the distribution of 

this bug from Maharashtra was known to be Bombay (now 

Mumbai) and Bor Ghat (now Bhor Ghat, district Pune) 

(Distant 1904; Bergroth 1915; Ambrose 2006). 

The habitat of the specimen collected was a rocky 

plateau beside a road with a few trees and shrubs. Throughout 

the survey, the area was always overclouded and was 

frequently receiving heavy rainfall. At the time of collection, 

the insect was found underneath a rock, and was seen 

active and moving away from the turned rock. Occurrence 

of A. quinquespinosa at Ansure indicates its presence in 

Ratnagiri district, which is a new locality for this species. 

A. quinquespinosa may be well-distributed in the 

Konkan region of Maharashtra. In view of the lack of 

information about the distribution of this species in 

Maharashtra, the information about its additional locality is 

noteworthy. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

At the Bombay Natural History Society, we thank 

Dr. Asad R. Rahmani, Director, Mr. J.C. Daniel, Vice 

President, Mr. Varad Giri, Curator, Mr. Deepak Apte, Deputy 

Director-Conservation. Dr. Swapna Prabhu. Taxonomist. 

Mr. Vinod Patil, Field Assistant and the library staff. 

REFERENCES 

Ambrose, D.P. (1983): Bioecology of an alate assassin bug, 

Acanthaspis quinquespinosa Fabr. (Heteroptera, Reduviidae). 

Pp. 107-111. In: Goel, S.C. (Ed.): Symposium on Ecology and 

Research Management. 

Ambrose, D.P. (2006): A checklist of Indian assassin bugs (Insecta: 

Hemiptera: Reduviidae) with taxonomic status, distribution and 

diagnostic morphological characters. Zoos’ Print Journal 21(9): 

2388-2406. 

Ambrose, D.P., I.J.J. Kennedy & S.J. Vennison (1986): Impact 

of blocking sensory input on the predatory behavior of 

assassin bug. Acanthaspis quinquespinosa. Envi. Ecol 4(3): 
469-474. 

Bergroth, E. (1915): Hemiptera from the Bombay Presidency. 

J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 24(1): 170-179. 

Distant, W.L. (1904): Fauna of British India including Ceylon and 

Burma. Rhynchota Vol. II. Pp. 257-258. Taylor and Francis, 

London. 

Lakkundi, N.H. (1989): Assessment of reduviids for their predation 

and possibilities of their utilization in biological control. 

Ph. D. Thesis, Indian Agricultural Research Institute. New Delhi. 

Sahayaraj, K. (2007): Ecotypic variation in the biology of Acanthaspis 

quinquespinosa Fabricius 1781 (Hemiptera: Reduviidae: 

Reduviinae) from peninsular India. Egyptian Journal of Biology 

9: 53-59. Egyptian British Biological Society. 

J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc., 107 (3), Sep-Dec 2010 259 


